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Celebrating 50 years:



Fifty years of LMC, quite a milestone! And yet, there is 
every reason why it should never have even been built.

Think for a moment over those early years of LMC. In 
Spain, Franco was Head of State and commander in 
chief. In the UK, 1972 saw Bloody Sunday in Northern 
Ireland and an IRA bomb at the 16th Parachute Brigade 
headquarters. Ted Heath was Prime Minister, presiding 
over a three-day week and a Miners’ Strike. Idi Amin 
expelled tens of thousands of Asians from Uganda 
and the Washington Post published the first story on 
Watergate.

Unstable times for Gregory Peters and his co-investors 
to launch such an ambitious project, with no proven 
demand in its target markets, the UK and Northern 
Europe. Why would you build a Californian style 
sports resort, the first in Europe, located in what was a 
relatively remote, arid, rural part of Spain best known for 
its mining industry? For a start, there was no water! They 
had to sink artesian wells to find water, without which 
there would be no project. Surely there were available 
much easier, more accessible, less desert-like locations.

The business plan was risky enough, but Gregory Peters 
also took a chance on a Californian golf course designer, 
Robert Dean Putman, who had never worked in Europe 
before, and the edgy, unconventional architect/designer, 
Antoni Bonet, who took himself off to the Middle East 
to learn how properties were constructed in climates 
similar to that of LMC (and who is best remembered 
for his role in the design of a chair).

After the costly mission to find water, imagine the 
irony as LMC was nearly washed away before it even 
got started. Similar to the storms this year but much 
worse, October 1972 brought torrential rains which 
flooded mud over the surrounding region, closing the 

Welcome to the 50th 
anniversary edition 
of the La Manga Club 
Newsletter. 
La Manga Club celebrates its 50th Anniversary this 
year and those of you who have visited recently will 
have seen the specially commissioned banners on the 
lampposts throughout the Club. The GC also threw a 
50th Anniversary Street Party at the end of October. It 
was a great night but, if you missed it, there is an article 
and plenty of photos to bring you up to date.

Also in recognition of the 50th Anniversary, the 
Legends Golf Tour brought the FarmFoods European 
Senior Masters tournament to La Manga Club. The 
event was televised and the resort looked fantastic as 
the sun shone throughout the week. There is a link to 
the televised programme in the article about the event 
so you can see whether you can spot anyone you know.

La Manga Club has had a close association with the 
surrounding towns and villages throughout its 50 years 
and provides work for many local people. You can 
read about one family who have had connections here 
since the resort opened. The main entry to the resort, 
Entrance 1, looked very bare when La Manga Club 
first opened, very different from the lush and luxurious 
entrance today.

Aside from articles celebrating 50 years of the resort, 
this edition of the Newsletter also has articles about 
how we control pests on the resort and our state of 
the art cricketing facilities, as well as some of the 
charitable work that is supported by Owners. And, 
although we live in a very dry area of Spain, you can 
read about the semi-arid river that runs through the 
resort. The Rambla de la Carrasquilla is often dry but, 
when it rains, its importance in channelling the water 
through the resort and on to the Mar Menor cannot be 
overstated.

Once again my thanks to all 
those who have contributed 
to the Newsletter. I hope you 
enjoy reading it.

Anne-Marie Barth
VP Communications
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main road between Cartagena and Alicante. It was 
on October 20th when the resort was worst hit. The 
VIPs were arriving on October 22nd for the inaugural 
tournament to launch the resort, and the only place 
for them to stay was the Golf Bungalows, which had 
been covered with flood water and mud. An army of 
staff and volunteers cleaned and dried the Bungalows 
day and night to get them habitable.

Truly, truly remarkable that, against all the odds, 
LMC got off the ground. Equally remarkable that, 
despite the occasional hiccup, it has not only survived, 
it has flourished. For the last 35 years, we have set the 
standard for other sports resorts in Europe.

This year, 50 years after LMC’s inaugural golf 
tournament, the Legends Tour staged the FarmFoods 
European Masters Tournament at the resort in 
honour of our special anniversary. Those of us who 
saw the SkySports coverage of the event (available on 
YouTube for those who missed it) are still glowing 
with pride for how LMC was portrayed. Owners, 
LMC, Inmogolf and Hesperia alike should all 
deeply appreciate the boost that it has given our 
resort. Hundreds of thousands of euros worth of 
TV advertising, free of charge! A huge thank you to 
Peter Coles without whom the event would not have 
come to LMC and without whom we may not have 
received such favourable coverage. For those who 
weren’t here, 104 volunteers made it all possible. Well 
done LMC Owners and their organisers! 

And then it was time for the 50th Anniversary Street 
Party on 28th October. LMC dressed itself up and 
Owners and visitors alike joined us to celebrate 
in style. Many felt that the party rekindled the 
La Manga Club spirit, celebrating a true sense of 
community which has not always been present in the 
last 20 years.

And what of the future? Those of you on resort at 
present (I’m writing on 12th November), will have 
noticed the extensive activity of Hidrogea, checking 
and repairing the water supplies, drains and sewage 
infrastructure. This work is related to the agreement 
between the Cartagena Town Hall (CTH) and 
Inmogolf on what is required from Inmogolf before 
the CTH will take responsibility for the complex (the 
process known as the “Recepcion”). It should have 
happened some 20 years ago and will be a landmark 
event in the history of LMC. The Recepcion seems 
imminent.

As many of you know, we’ve been trying to find a 
way of re-opening the Oasis Pool which was such 
a focal point for the younger visitors to our resort. 
After many meetings and many emails, a previously 
unforeseen problem has been encountered. We have 
been in discussions with Hesperia/LMC who own 
the pool; however, we have found out very recently 
that Inmogolf have acquired, from LMC, the land on 
which the filtration plant/pump station is located. The 
area should be of no use to Inmogolf as it is zoned for 
sports/leisure use only. Hopefully, Inmogolf will be 
able to facilitate our efforts to re-open the pool.

The Oasis Pool project will be for the next GC 
Executive. My team and I committed to two years 
and our two years will be up next February. We are 
proud that the agenda for which we were elected, has 
not only been achieved, it has been exceeded. We have 
thoroughly enjoyed our time serving the Owners and 
deeply appreciate the huge support we have received 
throughout our term. 

President’s 
Address
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La Manga Club has always had close ties with 
the surrounding towns and villages and many 
of those who work on the resort live close by. 
Sometimes those associations continue through the 
generations. This is the story of just one family who 
have had associations with La Manga Club since its 
earliest years.

The El Coto farm to the north of the resort was 
leased for many years to Pedro Hernandez, who 
worked the land with his son Alfonso. The farm 
was then sold to Gregory Peters, who planned to 
build a luxury resort. At the time local people didn’t 
believe it would ever get built!

The house where Pedro Hernandez and his family 
lived, and the outhouses surrounding it, were 
converted into a workshop for the golf course and 
the original offices. Pedro and Alfonso were among 
the first workers at La Manga Club as they stayed 
at El Coto to maintain the golf courses.

When the resort was built it was necessary to 
contract a guard to watch over the area, so Alfonso 
asked his uncle Carmelo Hernandez Ayuso if 
he was interested in the position. Carmelo was 
working as a guard in Mar de Cristal at the time 
but moved to La Manga Club and stayed here until 
he retired in 1984. He was the first security guard 
on the resort and worked alone for some time 
before a team of security guards were required.
Alfonso continued working on the golf courses and 
rose to become the maintenance manager until he 
also retired in 2004.

The family connection continues to this day. 
Carmelo’s granddaughter, Mari Carmen, began 
work at the Hotel Principe Felipe in 2000 and 
worked there until 2021, first on the switchboard 
and later in reservations. Now, as many of you 
will know, Mari Carmen works in the General 
Community Office and her husband, Gines, has 
been a greenkeeper at La Manga Club since 2001. 

Very much a family affair.

Carmelo

Celebrating 50 years:
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Golf Course

Mari Carmen

Alfonso
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Rambla de la Carrasquilla  
and the barrancos of La Manga

A major feature of the La Manga Club resort, well 
known in particular to golfers, are the many barrancos.  
As well as being the final resting place of many poorly 
struck golf balls, these dry beds are in fact part of a major 
geographical feature, a single semi-arid water course: the 
Rambla de la Carrasquilla.   

Standing in the resort, one can see a range of hills that 
begins at Cabo de Palos and runs along the coast adjacent 
to the Calbanque National Park, Lion Mountain and 
then past Viewpoint and up towards Las Cenizas (and 
its guns). The high ground merges with the hills above 
the West Course. These hills then pass behind Las 
Lomas and back towards Los Nietos. This ring of hills 
encircles the La Manga Club resort and forms a distinct 
watershed.  The Rambla de la Carrasquilla is the water 
course that drains this entire area and reaches the Mar 
Menor between Los Nietos and Mar de Cristal.  Many 
of you may know the small nature reserve at this estuary.

The Rambla de la Carrasquilla is described as a semi-arid 
river, as for most of the time it is a dry channel. Indeed, 
even after very heavy rains it may be that only part of 
its course will have running water.  Nevertheless, it is a 
crucial part of the geography and ecology of the area.  

Why Carrasquilla?  The origin of the name is lost but 
the Carrasquilla (Rhamnus myrtifolia) is an evergreen 
shrub common in arid areas of southern Spain and north 
Africa. 

The exact point of origin of the Rambla de la Carrasquilla 
is a matter of debate as several small, usually dry, 

tributaries can be found. Near the West Course a named 
tributary (Barranco de Magreros) can be seen on some 
maps, but the exact headwater is uncertain.  However, the 
course of the Rambla de la Carrasquilla is clearly visible 
just to the west of the 15th tee box and upper fairway 
on the West Course.  It then crosses the 15th fairway 
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and runs in front of the 16th green and on to the heavily 
wooded western side of the 17th fairway. A well-hidden 
drain then passes under the RM314 and opens in front 
of the 2nd green and to the east of the 5th green and 
fairway.  After passing beneath the small road it then 
passes close to the 6th tee box and across farmland to 
reappear close to the main La Manga Club entrance 
where it is bridged.

The Rambla de la Carrasquilla is a prominent feature of 
both the North and South Courses.  It runs in front of 
the 10th tee box, 9th green and 1st tee box of the North 
Course and then forms a major hazard across the 18th 
fairway.  Passing beside the practice ground, it then lies 
in front of the 10th tee box and 18th green of the South 
Course before turning east in front of the 7th tee box and 
forming another major hazard to the southern side of 
the 7th fairway.  It then passes in front of the 8th tee and 
15th green before passing out of the resort’s grounds into 
farmland.  It meanders onwards towards Los Belones 
where major drainage works allow it to pass under the 
RM12 and on towards its estuary. 

Clearly the Rambla de la 
Carrasquilla is not the only 
barranco in the LMC area.  But 
it is the main one and all the 
others are in fact tributaries that 
ultimately empty into it.  As 
well as forming major features 
of the resort’s three golf courses 
and providing a final resting 
home for errant golf balls, the 
Rambla de la Carrasquilla (and its 
tributaries) are hugely important 
as the main drainage channel 
for the entire area. Careful 
management and clearance 
of the barrancos by the resort 
contributes to the overall water 
and environmental management 
of the area.  Without it, flooding 
would be a major threat at times 
of heavy rains, not just around the 
resort but in the farmlands and 
residential areas downstream.  
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The General Community in La Manga Club contracts 
the services of Control Natural to run various pest control 
programmes throughout the year. Control Natural is a 
team of professionals in the environmental treatment sector 
committed to people’s well-being and the preservation of 
the environment.

Almost two decades ago, they began their journey in 
the field of Environmental Health, intending to solve 
people’s pest problems and to do so from a different 
technical approach, giving priority to physical treatments, 
information and training on good hygiene and behaviour 
habits, and, in short, prevention measures, over 
conventional chemical treatments.

Today, after many years and thousands of treatments and 
pest problems solved for their clients, they can say that 
their business philosophy and their convictions have not 
changed one iota. What has changed, or rather has been 
implemented, are their resources and experience to face 
today’s environmental challenges.

Control Natural is committed to the modernisation and 
improvement of all the processes associated with their 
activity. They are continuously working on the development 
and implementation of the latest technology in the 
Environmental Health sector. Their sustainability plan 
is based on the reduction of the use of biocide products, 
restructuring of their mobility system by using 100% 
electric vehicles, and the reintroduction of biological 
control systems to promote the environment’s biodiversity. 

Therefore, they have now included electric bikes within 
their fleet of vehicles. 

As a company “born”, “raised” and which has become 
“adult” in the Region of Murcia, and more specifically in 
the Campo de Cartagena area, they are fully aware of the 
environmental policies 
and movements which 
are developing in our 
community, actively 
participating in different 
initiatives.

In the food sector, they 
are the Environmental 
Health service 
concessionaire for the 
Upper-Spar Group in 
the Region of Murcia. 
In the health sector, they 
manage pest control 
services for the Virgen de 
la Caridad private health 
service.

As far as local authorities and corporations are concerned, 
Control Natural provides environmental health services to 
different town councils in the Region of Murcia, including 
Cartagena, Fuente Álamo, Torre Pacheco, Abanilla, Pliego 
de Murcia, etc. and also to most of the resorts in the 
Campo de Cartagena region.

Control Natural
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Integrated Pest 
Management Plan
For the provision of the disinfection, insect and rodent 
control service in La Manga Club, Control Natural has 
designed an Integrated Pest Management Plan (IPMP) 
proposal. This IPMP proposal covers the prevention 
and control procedures necessary to obtain adequate 
health and environmental conditions. It also prevents the 
possible proliferation of harmful organisms, minimising 
the risks to human health and the environment, using all 
the techniques available on the market today, together 
with a thorough knowledge of the pest species to be 
controlled and the facilities/areas where the pest is found. 
The proposal includes prioritising the use of physical and 
biological means, leaving the use of chemical products as a 
last resort. 

The IPMP consists of three phases:
• Situation Diagnosis(SD)
• Plan/Programme of Action
• Evaluation

Situation Diagnosis (SD)
The Situation Diagnosis will be carried out by Control 
Natural and consists of three phases:

• Collation of previous information
• Inspection
• Situation analysis

Planned programmes
Once they have identified the areas separately to be treated, 
the problems with pest species associated with each of 
them, the products and application methods to be used, 
they will unify all these variables in the Action Proposal.

Rat extermination programme:
Rat extermination treatment in outdoor common areas, 
green areas and community garages.

These treatments are carried out every two months, six 
treatments a year, in every common area, green area and 
outdoor area of each sub-community.

Treatment of rodent infestation in the sewerage network 
and in the telecommunications network

These treatments are carried out every three months, i.e. 
four treatments per year, throughout the resort’s sewage 
network, and in the telecommunications network ducts of 
each of the sub-communities and common areas.

Disinsectisation programme
These treatments are carried out every two months 
between April and August, i.e. three insect treatments are 
carried out in the sewage network of each sub-community 
and common areas belonging to the General Community 
during the summer season.

Mosquito Control
The start of the annual spraying campaign usually coincides 
with the beginning of spring and lasts until the end of 
October. The treatments are divided into three phases:

1.  Preventive: Carried out between March, April and 
May.

2.  Intensive: From May to October, with a special 
incidence between July and August.

3.  Residual: In October and November.

Larvicide treatments are carried out from April 
to September in those areas that pose a risk to the 
proliferation of mosquitoes. In the event of a hypothetical 
increase in adult mosquito populations, shock treatments 
are carried out as necessary, using the most suitable 
technique (ULV, misting, spraying, etc.).

Fly Control 
For the control of the different types of flies present in the 
areas susceptible to these vectors, the most efficient, and 
also less intrusive, system is the use of mass traps. These 
types of traps are specially designed for use outdoors, in 
gardens and outside warehouses and farms; they exert a 
strong and irresistible attraction on flies thereby keeping 
them away from your home, company, etc., creating a 
hygienic and fly-free environment.
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The tournament week started with perfect weather on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. The event was set up with 
various offices in the Academy, 140 signs, 20 flags, 
scoreboards, leaderboards, drinks stations and various 
Volunteer training and briefings.

An incredible 100+ Owners & Residents volunteered for 
various jobs, with 25 needed for Thursday and 80 for each 
of Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The volunteers were all 
handled by Caroline Douglass & Marion Kessack and 
were assigned various roles which varied from walking 
scorers and static scorers to drinks station and TV crew 
support.

Celebrating 50 years:

FarmFoods European  
Senior Masters at LMC
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THURSDAY - Event opening 
and Pro-Am day
Nearly 200 people watched the world’s leading Trick 
Shot Show golfer, David Edwards, give a memorable 
demonstration of ball striking, hitting every type of shot 
with every type of club. Right handed, left handed, both 
together, every length of club and every type of shaft, 
including hinged and hosepipe! Balls were hit off several 
different heights of tee - right up to chest height - and 
even tees held by volunteers in their mouths! Some clubs 
were welded together with David hitting 2 and 3 balls 
together and even driving with his putter.

This fun start to the event was followed by a 1pm 25-
team shotgun Pro-Am on the South Course.The Pros 
played from the back tees at 6,919 yards (par 73). The 
weather was perfect and conducive to low scoring.

A Gala Presentation Dinner followed which included a 
video link to Tony Jacklin at his Florida home recalling 
how he and Gary Player had played in the LMC 
Opening Day Event (the 1972 Chevrolet Trophy).

FRIDAY - Round 1
Michael Jonzon of Sweden set the pace with an eagle 3 
on 18 to give him an opening 66 (-7), level with Clark 
Dennis (USA), both one ahead of last year’s winner, 
Markus Brier (Austria) on -6.
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SUNDAY - Round 3
Only the Pros played the final day. As the event was 
being televised, some of the Volunteers were required to 
move across to areas such as TV production and walking 
carryboards (leading 5 groups).

Michael Jonzon, as leader, was out last and got to -20 
before taking a 7 on the 11th, dropping him to -17. He 
recovered with a birdie on 12 and another later on to get 
him back to -19 and he walked onto his last tee with a 
two-shot lead. Paul Lawrie, having finished on -17, was 
the leader in the Clubhouse.

The final three-ball, Baker, Dennis & Jonzon, all took 
drivers and drove into the right hand trees at 260 yards. 
Only one ball came out - Peter Baker’s. Spectators, 
volunteers, caddies and players searched for the allowed 

three minutes but to no avail, so both Dennis and Jonzon 
had to play their provisional balls into the 18th green.

Jonzon needed to get up and down from the greenside 
bunker for a bogey 6 to win. Unfortunately his putt lipped 
out and he scored another 7.

So there was an unexpected play-off between Jonzon and 
Paul Lawrie, who had been keeping himself prepared at 
the practice range. The playoff was on the 18th hole. Paul 
Lawrie was in the centre of the green for 2 and Michael 
Jonzon was on the back fringe, also for 2. Paul lagged a 
putt up for 3 and tapped in for his 4. Michael chipped 
from the back of the green and left himself approximately 
ten feet short. He needed to hole the putt to extend the 
tournament but the putt didn’t drop and Paul Lawrie was 
the winner.

SATURDAY - Round 2
Saturday is known as ‘moving day’ and whilst Adilson da 
Silva (Brazil) shot a new Course Record 64 (-9), it made 
little impact on Michael Jonzon who shot another 66 to 
finish the day on -14.

Clark Dennis was on -12 with Peter Baker (Eng) on -11, 
Thomas Gogele (Ger) on -10 and da Silva, Brier, James 
Kingston (RSA), Robert Coles (Eng) and Paul Lawrie 
(Sco) all 5 shots back on -9.

Saturday evening was another Gala Reception to award 
the Amateur prizes for their two-day Competition.
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Paul won €50,000 and Michael, due to both his lost ball 
and lipped out putt in normal play (either but not both 
would have been fine), won €26,600 less for second place. 
Golf can be a cruel game.

The presentation took place on the 18th green.
The event was a great success and thanks are due to:

• FarmFoods & Champions. After four wet years at 
the Forest of Arden, the event was moving to Spain. 
It would not have come to LMC had it not been our 
50th anniversary and FarmFoods having sponsored 
Tony Jacklin for over a decade.

• The 62 pro golfers from 18 countries, who entertained 
us with a new Course Record, eagles on every Par 5 
(29 in total) and one on a Par 4. The top 20 Pros shot 
all their rounds under Par 73 (133 of the 186 rounds 
were under Par 73, with 42 rounds under 70) and the 
average Pro score across the 186 rounds was 71.57.

• Nick Job, who has played more European Tour events 
than any other golfer. He played in the 1966 Open 
as a 16-year old. He also played in the opening 1972 
Chevrolet Trophy and the 1973-77 Spanish Opens 
here at LMC. He finished 59th out of the 62 Pros 
with rounds of 76, 75 and 74 (+6)… at the age of 73.

• The 62 Amateurs who paid to play with their 
Legends (and congratulations to Gordon Strachan 
for his hole-in-1 on the 5th).

• Tony Jacklin CBE and Gary Player for signing 
several LMC flags and photos to celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary.

• The European Tour and Legends Tour, and in 
particular Derek Cooper (Tournament Director) and 
Jennie Janes (Senior Recorder & Secretary).

• To the TV crew and commentators Georgie Bingham 
and Tony Johnstone (the 50th historical review of 
LMC, the drone/aerial photography and the TV 
production for the benefit of the LMC Owners not 
here for the week was… 1st class - thank you).

The programme is still available to watch on YouTube  

• But primarily, from all involved, including the Pros, 
to the 100+ Volunteers led by Caroline Douglass & 
Marion Kessack for their attitude and hard work and 
top performance.
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The Children’s Project aim is to support all children 
and allow them to have equal opportunity in education 
and development. They want to ensure that all children 
reach their potential, regardless of poverty or their 
family circumstance. Reaching this potential could be 
academically, musically, creatively or in sporting ability. 
Every child shines in something. 

Recently, as part of their work, The Children’s Project team 
of volunteers were invited to attend the end of season 
awards ceremony for The Evangelical Football Club, 
which is based in one of the poorest areas of Cartagena. 
This club was established several years ago by a remarkable 
gentleman, Joaquin. He recognised that many children in 
the area were unable to join a football club and play for a 
local team as the cost to their family was prohibitive, so he 
set about changing this. 

His dedication and determination have since made it 
possible for hundreds of children to not miss out on the 
opportunity to play football. Joaquin recruited a small 
group of volunteer coaches and currently they provide 
training to over 158 children ages 6 – 14 years who now all 
play in 8 local leagues. For The Children’s Project team it 
was humbling and uplifting to see all the children together 
collecting their medals with such pride and enthusiasm. 

The Children’s Project decided to allocate some funding 
to help this football club and Joaquin indicated what he 
needed. The Club has been unable to replace the kits for a 
few seasons, so new playing and training kits were required. 
Many of the children played in unsuitable footwear for the 
leagues playing surfaces. Many can’t afford their own boots 
so turn up in plimsolls! So a “Boot Store” was a priority too. 
Also, some equipment for the home ground to improve 

Football for all 
The Children’s Project
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training sessions was needed, as having good equipment can really help 
the children to improve their skills and reach their potential. It also 
validates their commitment and hard work in the training sessions and 
allows the coaches to provide the best learning opportunities. 

The Children’s Project donors and sponsors are supplying each of the 8 
teams with a new home and away kit, including shin and ankle guards 
and all the equipment they need to train and play including the much 
needed “Boot Store”. This will give the children a tremendous boost to 
start off next season. 

All of this was possible because of the individuals and groups who 
gave money, bought raffle tickets, bid in an auction, and supported the 
Children’s Project in the April Fundraiser at the La Manga Owners 
club. A special thank you to Glyn Greasley who was an amazing 
fundraiser and even arranged a fly past of the Spanish Red Arrows on 
the night! Additionally, eight La Manga businesses have sponsored the 
football strips. Thank you to La Barra, Marena Murray Property, Oceans 
Furniture, Elysium Properties, Mar Menor Management, The Last Drop 
and MSB (There is ongoing negotiation with one further sponsor). Their 
contribution has meant that The Children’s Project can look longer term 
to support the children’s teams, perhaps with improving their home 
ground. 

Also longer term, The Children’s Project have established objectives which 
will further help the children and the club and also create a link between 
the club and La Manga Club. One supporter of the project, a UK based 
UEFA B coach, is happy to come over, at no cost to the project, and set 
up some sessions with the Evangelical FC’s coaches, so they too benefit. 
The Children’s Project would very much like to get the children up to 
LMC to watch one of the professional teams that use the facilities for 
their pre-season training and perhaps set up a game or two using LMC’s 
facilities with other local children’s teams in the league. The aim is to be 
able to support the programme to link to some of the local professional 
teams where scouts can see the youngsters play and hopefully Evangelical 
FC will produce the next Fernando Torres or Alexia Putellas! 
 
Already there is no shortage of talent at the club or a willingness to play. 
Last season one team were champions of their league, two teams were 
runners-up and another team won their cup competition. 

Additionally, to support the programme, Everton Football Club have very 
kindly donated 60 items to date, 30 of which will be used as training kit, 
training sessions take place 5 times a week in the evenings. They have also 
provided 30 water bottles, which will be divided between the teams for 
both training and match days. 

The Children’s Project are keen to hear from anyone else who has skills, 
knowledge, time or ideas to help the Football for All part of their work. 

Simon Elliott - Lead for “Football for All” meinwales@hotmail.com 

Ruby Elliott and Natalie Brown - overall Leads for The Children’s Project
Ruby Elliott -info@yoencuentro.com 
Natalie Brown- natalie@micasamo.com
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I am married to María and we have five children: José 
Luis (19), Isabel (17), María (14), Pablo (8) and Pedro 
(7).

I came to La Manga Club for the first time in 
1996. Since then I have been taking care of all the 
golf courses. Before I came to La Manga I was on 
work placement at Loch Lomond Golf Club, Fort 
Lauderdale Country Club and East Sussex National 
Golf Club, all of that during my agronomy studies 
with universities in Spain, UK and USA.

My usual day is very simple (but not boring).

I wake up early and open “El Coto”, the main 
headquarters for golf course maintenance. I check 
things from the day before and, with the car, do a full 
spin around the three courses. I do this first round on 
my own; I check all irrigation, damage from wild boar 
and any other problems we may have had during the 
night.

At around 6.30am the rest of the staff start coming 
to “El Coto”. I open all the premises and get the 
machinery ready for all of them. At 6:50am we all get 
together in front of the office and we give out the jobs 

to do for the day, or just for the morning. At 7.05am 
all the greenkeepers are on the way to their working 
places.
 
When everybody is out I speak with the mechanics 
about the work for the day, check quickly see if the 
machinery is working properly and explain to them 
any doubts there might be about the job to do. I try to 
fix little things in situ but big failures will be brought 
into the main shop. Sometimes we need to find a new 
job because the machine cannot be fixed as quickly as 
we would like.

The first job for me in the morning when everybody 
is ready is to visit all lakes, pipes and boreholes to see 
how are we doing with the water. This is an important 
job from November to February but a very important 
job from March to October.

The greenkeepers finish their first morning jobs 
between 9 and 10am, so they come to “El Coto” to 
have their breakfast. They change their tools if the 
following job requires it. I usually visit all of them 
during that time to check everything is going all right.

My name is 
José Luis Calle Martín.
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When they are all back on the golf courses  I try to get 
the office work in order: staff papers, providers, orders, 
machinery fixing materials etc.

At 12 noon I try to go back to the golf courses, see 
how are we going with the little jobs and plan for next 
day and the future.

At 1.45 pm everybody is back at “El Coto” cleaning 
and getting machinery ready for next day. I will be with 
them and with the mechanics, and we decide what 
machinery to stop next day for maintenance and which 
will carry on working.

At 2.00pm everybody goes home.
 
I go home too. I usually have lunch with all my family, 
although in winter it is more complicated as Primary 
school finishes at 2.00pm, so I can only have lunch 
with the young ones. High school finishes at 3.15pm 
so they lunch at a different time and the university 
student sometimes comes and other times not. The 
restaurant is open for long hours.

Around 3 or 4 in the afternoon I come back and do all 
the little jobs and observations I need to do that the 
work of the morning does not allow me to do. Usually 
I stay for another 3 to 4 hours till the evening sends 
me home.

“The first job for me 
in the morning when 
everybody is ready is 
to visit all lakes, pipes 
and boreholes to see 
how are we doing with 
the water”
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The sport of Cricket is as busy as ever at La Manga Club! 
To those who don’t know, La Manga Club resort has 
probably the best cricket training facilities in mainland 
Europe. Combined with these facilities are also 2 excellent 
cricket pitches with all-weather artificial wickets, namely 
the Rachael Heyhoe Flint and Gregory Peters Ovals. So, 
having left behind the restrictions of travel caused by the 
pandemic, this year has been a busy time again for the 
sport of cricket at La Manga Club.

The Resort is home to its very own cricket club, La Manga 
Torrevieja CC, which plays within the competitive Eastern 
& Central Cricket league. With 30 or so registered 
players in our locality, league and friendly matches are 
played throughout the year mainly from March through 
to the end of October against sides from all over Spain; 
for example from Madrid, Valencia, Barcelona, Granada 
and the Costa del Sol. Last year, the sport of cricket was 
officially recognised by the Ayuntamiento de Murcia and 
indeed cricket in Spain is now an officially federated sport. 
Four players from the cricket club based at La Manga Club 
have represented Spain at international level.

With such outstanding cricket facilities available at the 
Resort, it is no surprise that there has been a flood of clubs 
from the UK and mainland Europe wanting to come and 
play and train here. Of course, the Resort has long been 
the winter training base for Cricket Ireland and Cricket 
Scotland and, just prior to the Covid pandemic, a couple of 
superstars of England cricket, James Anderson and Mark 
Wood, came here to carry out some pre-Tour training.

In the first weekend of April 2022 the La Manga T20 
Classic Tournament was back up and running. This 
involved a 3-day weekend of T20 matches between such 

clubs as Swansea CC, Old Merchant Taylors, Sutton 
CC and Stockholm CC. The Welsh tourists secured 
victory in the final and finished off a great weekend of 
strong competitive cricket which put all of these clubs in 
good shape before their respective league seasons. Such 
favourable weather and minimal rain for most of the year 
makes La Manga Club ideal for playing the great sport 
of cricket - although in the summer heat it can get quite 
demanding.

This October the pitches have been a hive of activity with 
two T20 Tournaments back to back at the beginning of 
the month followed by the annual 4 Nations Over 40’s 
Quadrangular Tournament. The T20 Tournaments again 
saw players and clubs from the UK and all over Europe, 
including sides from Vienna and Munich, visit the 
resort. The first Tournament in October has become an 
established fundraising event for the Tom Maynard Trust 
and this year Matt Maynard OBE returned to the pitch, 
playing for his Welsh friends from Penydarren Cricket 
Club in Methyr Tydfill. The Patron of La Manga Torrevieja 
Cricket Club, Simon Weston CBE, flew over to join in on 
the fun but kept himself mainly to the off-field activities!

Following these successful T20 Tournaments, it was 
the time for the players and squad of Cricket España’s 
Over 40’s side to play in the 5-day tournament. All this 
was hosted and played on the two pitches at La Manga 
Club Resort. The other countries involved in this annual 
competition come from Holland, Denmark and the UK 
Forty (XL) Club. Each country takes its turn in hosting the 
competition and this is now the 3rd time that La Manga 
Club has successfully hosted the tournament. With its 
excellent facilities and practice areas, it really is the ideal 
location to host this tournament and, of course, 5 days 

L A  M A N G A  C L U B

STILL THE HEART 
OF SPANISH 

CRICKET
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of dry conditions and mostly uninterrupted sunshine in 
October was an added bonus.

LMTCC’s most exciting achievement this season was the 
return of our Sunday morning Junior cricket academy, 
thanks to the efforts of coaches Neil Brook and Andy 
McCulloch. Numbers have grown steadily throughout the 
year and we are hopeful that word will spread and we will 
have even more youngsters learning the sport of cricket 
next season. Neil and Andy are currently in the process 
of completing their ECB Level 3 coaching qualifications 
and we already have two more members who have 
recently completed their ECB Level 2 qualifications, 
meaning that we are leading the way among Spanish 
clubs when it comes to having qualified coaches and that 
the future of the club is in good hands. 

If there are Owners and residents interested in the 
cricket club or the facilities available on the Resort 
please get in touch. The club welcomes any players past 
or present, umpires or scorers who would like to be 
involved in the sport here at La Manga Club. 

A special thank you to all those who have supported 
the club in the past and especially to those businesses 
who have previously sponsored the cricket club. Finally, 
the cricket club would not exist without an excellent 
working relationship with the Owners of the facilities 
and pitches so we are very grateful to La Manga Club 
SL and Delphine Gaulthier who continues to be a 
great supporter for all the competitions and league 
cricket that are played at the Resort.

Hugh WH James
Chairman LMTCC
email : hughwhjames@icloud.com

For future cricket tours at La Manga club Resort 
contact:
Andy McCulloch
email: lamangacricket@hotmail.co.uk

For the Junior section please contact:
Neil Brook  
0034 653 415 215 
email: neildellabrook@aol.com
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Keeping 
Your 
Property 
Safe

The work our Security team does to prevent crimes 
inside properties has been very successful. In the last 
two years there have been no home burglaries in La 
Manga Club. Now, more than ever, we all need to be 
alert. In this context, Securitas and their guards will 
continue to do their jobs, but Owners and management 
companies can also play their part and take 
responsibility for ensuring properties are always secure.

As a homeowner you can help the Security team keep 
your home and family safe.

To begin with, take the time to do a complete perimeter 
security check around your property. Walk slowly along 
the perimeter of the property and look for potential 
entry points where thieves could gain access. Your 
objective should be to put yourself in the place of a 
thief.

Ask yourself, “How easy would it be to gain entry to 
my property?” A good deterrent to secure your property 
is to fix damaged and broken fences and gates. If there 
are any openings large enough for a thief to gain access, 
they will do it.

Thieves do not like well-lit properties because it leaves 
them exposed. Motion sensor-activated lights are useful 
around your property. It may also be worth installing 
security lights along the perimeter of the property, as 
well as along your main driveway. The more light there 
is, the less likely someone would risk attempting a 
break-in.

Another useful method to secure your property is to 
post security warning signs. Signs can be hung on a 
perimeter fence, on gates, or in other such locations.

An open terrace or garage door is a common point of 
entry for a burglar. To improve your home’s security, 
keep the door shut if you are outside, e.g. mowing the 
lawn, playing outside, or even running out to grab a 
forgotten item. An open door is an open invitation. If 
you don’t want to extend it, keep the door closed. Of 
course, always keep the door shut if you are sleeping.

Whenever you move into a new property you should 
always change the locks. It is impossible to know how 
many people have been given keys to the property in 
the past and may still have a copy.

Installing a home security system is one of the most 
effective ways to prevent intruders from entering your 
property and will alert you if there’s been a break-in. 
Data shows that a home without a security system 
is roughly three times more likely to be broken into. 
If an intruder spots a security camera, sign or alarm 
indicating you have a security system, they will likely 
keep moving.

External alarms can alert you if there’s movement in 
your fence or on your front porch, and door and window 
sensors will let you know if someone has entered or 
is attempting to enter your home. Your security alarm 
company will also alert the Security team. 

You can enquire at the General Community office if 
you would like the Security team to help you conduct 
your security survey.  Let’s all work together to make 
life as difficult as possible for criminals and protect our 
properties, and investment, in La Manga Club.
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Ingredients:
1kg Pork Cheek
1/2 medium onion
1/2 leek
1-2 carrots
Garlic
Chicken stock
1l Red wine
1/4l Port
Bay leaf
Herbes de Provence
Oil
Salt
Pepper

Sauce (optional)
Ingredients:
Shallot
Leek
Garlic
200ml Sherry
Butter/ Oil 
Semi-dried Apricots
Chicken Stock

Method:
Remove the fat and skin from the Pork Cheek. Season 
with salt and pepper and dust lightly with flour.

Heat some oil in a pan and fry the Pork Cheek for 1-2 
minutes on each side. Remove the pork from the pan 
and drain any residual oil from it. Set aside the oil in the 
pan for use later.

In a separate pan heat 1l red wine and 1/4l port. Once 
this has been reduced by at least half add the Pork 
Cheek. Add enough chicken stock to cover the meat 
and simmer.

While the meat is simmering chop the onion, leek, 
carrots, four cloves of garlic, a bay leaf and the herbs and 
sauté them until the onion is soft. Add enough juice 
from the simmering pork to keep the vegetables moist 
and cook gently for 15 - 20 mins. Then add this mixture 
to the pork and simmer for 1 1/2 to 2 hrs until the meat 
is tender.

For the sauce, finely chop a shallot, some leek and 
garlic and sauté in a little butter and oil. Add 200ml 
dry sherry and reduce the mixture by half. Add a little 
chicken stock and reduce again. Then add a couple of 
dessert spoons of the wine and port sauce plus the semi-
dried apricots and simmer until the apricots are warm.

Pork 
Cheek  
in Wine
serves 4-6
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La Manga Club is marking a very special anniversary. It 
is 50 years old this year and what better way to celebrate 
than with a Street Party?

One of the truly great successes of La Manga Club is its 
sense of Community. Any developer can build a bunch 
of houses but, without the people, they are just a pile of 
bricks and mortar. La Manga Club is much, much more. 
It is a lively community, a supportive community and a 
fun community and this was clearly demonstrated when 
the whole community came out to play on October 28th. 
Many had forgotten what a vibrant place La Manga Club 
could be.

Because of the pandemic it has been a while since we 
have been able to experience that community spirit, but 
we knew we could rely on everyone to make it a special 
event. Las Sabinas looked wonderful, with bars and 
staff entering into the spirit of the evening and dressing 
their premises (and themselves) for the occasion. The 
community of Los Miradores kindly allowed us to use 
their carpark and we were able to create a wonderfully 
atmospheric space. 

“This is how La Manga Club used to be!”

“I’ve seen people I haven’t seen in years!”

“What a fabulous atmosphere!”

These were just some of the comments throughout the 
evening. It was great to see La Manga Club buzzing 
again. There were fire ladies, a magician, a Hog Roast, 

Flamenco dancers and a DJ who seemed to know just 
what kind of songs to play to get the party going. We 
had visitors from the surrounding towns and villages and, 
because it was also the Halloween weekend, we had some 
scary costumes. 

From grandparents to toddlers, there was something for 
everyone to enjoy. Friends were catching up, sometimes 
after years of not seeing each other, and our visitors were 
seeing a side of La Manga Club they hadn’t seen before.

It took a wonderful team of people to make this event 
such a success. Particular thanks go to Rocío and Mari 
Carmen in the office, but also to the refuse collection and 
maintenance teams who ensured that everywhere was 
clean and tidy by the next morning and, of course, to our 
Security team who made sure that everyone knew where 
to go and that the event passed off without any problems. 

It has been fifty years since a dusty stretch of farmland 
was transformed into the vibrant small town that you can 
see today. Over those fifty years it has grown and matured 
and developed into a warm and welcoming place to live in 
and to visit.

It was good to celebrate in style and here’s to the next fifty 
years!

Celebrating 50 years:
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