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Welcome to the
Spring 2022 Newsletter

Despite some

unusually poor
weather here at
La Manga Club
this spring, life
continues around the Club.
Many Owners who haven't
been able to visit their

properties for a couple of
years have returned and the
place has a real buzz about
it again.

Our Spring Newsletter is
packed with information
and advice, from why you
should always pick up

after your dog to an article
about an exciting upcoming
Golf Event. We bring

you up to date on various
events happening in and
around the Club, from the
processions in Cartagena for
Semana Santa to the Ruta

de la Tapa in Los Belones
and La Manga Club. In our

last edition we introduced

you to the winter birdlife
around the Club and in this
edition you can find out
about our summer visitors.
Staying with the views
above us, we have an article
on how to stargaze, and
what you might see when

you do.

We are always interested in

your views and ideas and so,
in March, we held an Open
Forum. This proved to be a
great success and you can
find out what was said and
the ideas it produced later
in this Newsletter. Now
that the updated website
has been running for some
months, we have included
an article highlighting what
information it contains and
where to find it, to help you
to get the most out of it.

We are all aware of the
terrible events happening

in Ukraine and many at La
Manga Club are doing what
they can to help. We have
included a guide to bring
you up to date on a Charity
that began by looking after
disadvantaged local children
and has now been expanded
to help refugees from war-
torn Ukraine.

‘Thank you to all those who
have contributed articles.
La Manga Club is full of
creative, interesting and
caring people and this is
reflected in the variety of
contributions here. We hope
you enjoy them.

Anne-Marie Barth

VP Communications

President’s
Address

Looking back to our last newsletter
in December, we seem to be in a
much better place. From being a
COVID cautious community with
serious concerns over the agenda and
finances of Hesperia (the owner of
La Manga Club S.L.), day to day
life is now much closer to “normal”.
Although concerns persist over the
diminution of facilities, occupancy
has greatly increased, property sales
are up and most Owners have made
their golf and tennis arrangements,
albeit reluctantly in some cases.
Bowls players are bouncing back. This
Easter, the car rental companies had
all available cars booked out and the
hotel occupancy was over 75%.

In February we had the second AGM
of the General Community via Zoom
and some 140 Owners attended. The
last year’s accounts and this year’s
budget were approved, Officers were
re-elected unopposed and there was

a lively Q_and A session under AOB.
Although Zoom lacks the dynamic
of a “physical” meeting, it does mean
that more Owners can participate,
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not just those who can be in LMC in February. Has
Zoom changed the way we do things forever? We'd
be interested to hear your thoughts on whether we
should stick to Zoom or revert to physical when we
can.

An “Open Forum” followed on 30th March in which
the GC Executive hosted a Zoom meeting specifically
to exchange views amongst Owners. One of the
potential negatives of Zoom meetings is that they can
tend towards questions from the “floor” and answers
from the “panel”. In the Forum, we were looking to
share ideas, more details of which are included later
in the Newsletter. The success of this first Forum
encourages us to host another. However, if we do so,
we will need to ensure that use of the “microphone”is
not dominated by one or two Owners.

Hesperia / La Manga Club S.L. continues with

their agenda to make their business profitable.
Clearly we are all keen to see a financially strong

and commercially successful LMC S.L., but we are
strongly encouraging the company to engage more
with Owners. It would be good if they were able to
heal the rift caused by their decisions to not recognise
the contracts with the Founder Members and the
Las Lomas investors, which was done without any
discussion whatsoever.

On a positive note, we are told that Hesperia have
plans to refurbish the LMC hotel and commission
long overdue maintenance of the golf courses. Fingers
crossed!

However, there seems to be no hope that Inmogolf
will re-open the Spa and Gym, despite the

expectations of the Las Lomas investors.

Still on Inmogolf, there is no change on the Owners’
Clubhouse lease and they continue without payment
of their 2021 Community fees, for which we have
initiated debt recovery through the courts. No
payment yet of 2022 fees has taken place either.
Same old, same old. How times have changed since
this company, as the original developer of LMC, was
praised across the European press for its creation of
Europe’s Premier Sports resort.

As regards Las Lomas, the investors are very actively
looking for a new operator who will manage the
property as a “condotel”. We strongly praise the

urgency of their efforts; the externals and interiors of
the buildings deteriorate if neglected.

On a positive note, the Tennis Centre refurbishment
continues rapidly and will include paddle courts, a
well-equipped gym, a children’s play area and some
very appealing restaurant and bar facilities. Many of
us remember (I am back in the 80s now) the pleasure
of evening “refreshments” on the terrace overlooking
“Centre Court” while two top players put on an
exhibition match. Will it return as one of LMC’s
favourite watering holes for the summer evenings?

'The extraordinary amount of rain in the last six
weeks has filled the lakes and reservoirs and given the
courses a good soaking. Expect exceptional growth as
the warm weather returns. The consensus is that the
golf courses are in good condition, with the greens at
by far their best in the last two years.

Control 2 barrier (next to Si! Bar) was removed

some months ago. Regrettably, due to the rules of

the Cartagena Town Hall it can no longer be placed
there. We are looking at an alternative location at the
junction next to the Chemist. Securitas see the barrier
and number plate recognition camera as a key feature
in our overall security.

We look forward to a continued progress towards
“normal”, with Owners and renters returning in
numbers.

We'll be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the
Resort across this year, events peaking with a major
golf tournament, the European Senior Masters, in
October, the actual month of our big anniversary.
We have a small budget to contribute towards the
celebrations, part of which will be used to dress the
streetlights with our 50th Anniversary banner. We
hope you'll approve.
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On 30th March 2022 the General Community ran its first Open
Forum. The idea was to allow Owners to air their views and concerns

about matters relating to La Manga Club, some of which fall outside the remit
of the General Community. There was an excellent response and we would like to thank all

those who parz‘iczpaz‘ed far their time and contributions. There were some rea/ly interesting
1deas put forwam’. Below is a summary of what was said and some p/ans for the fuz‘ure.

Owners’ Association

'There was strong support amongst Owners for some
kind of Association which would look at issues that
are outside the remit of the General Community.

'There had been a suggestion at the AGM that

an Asociacién de Vecinos might be appropriate.
Asociaciénes de Vecinos are bodies that represent
residents at the Town Hall regarding various matters
of interest at the local level. It was explained to

the meeting how these bodies work. There was a
suggestion that LMC could join with the Los Belones
Asociacién de Vecinos but the view in the meeting
was that this seemed inappropriate for the needs of

the Club.

It was put to the meeting that an Association of
Owners already exists: the La Manga Club Owners’
Association. However, this currently only exists as

a website (Imcoa.org) to which 500 members are
registered.

'The exact number viewing the site regularly is

unclear as some registered users may visit the site
infrequently. There was some confusion around this, as
the Association itself has yet to be formed. However,

the organisers of the website are in a good position to
set this up and are preparing to produce a manifesto
and Articles of Association. Owners would then be

in a position to join this Association, which would

be funded by the members and would act on their
behalf. Any Owner wishing to find out more about
this Association can email mail@lmcoa.org. It was
mentioned that this Association would have to be
properly set up, democratically run and well regulated.
Who the officers were and what their agenda is would
be key to attracting subscribers.

'This idea was well received at the meeting with
many people indicating that they would back such
a proposal and would be prepared to put themselves
torward as board members.

'There was a request for support from the General
Community for this body. This support would come
in the form of facilitating the dissemination of
information provided by the new Association in much

the same way as the GC has done for the Founder
Members Action Group (FMAG) and the Owners’
Clubhouse Association (OCH).
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Concern was raised by a number of Owners that the
facilities for young families at the Resort have greatly
diminished in the past few years. The loss of the Mini
Club and the Oasis pool has meant fewer places are
available for young families.

It was pointed out that should this continue there is a
danger that the Resort could turn into an ‘old people’s
home’. Owners who brought their own children to the
Club in past years pointed out that their children are
less keen to bring the grandchildren here as there is
little for them to do.

It was suggested that the GC could perhaps help here
by providing some new facilities for children. We
pointed out that the GC own no land. However, we
think this is a very good idea and are actively exploring
possible opportunities in this area.

Finding your way around

It was pointed out that new visitors to the Resort had
very little information about what was available to do
in the Resort and the surrounding area. Various ideas
were put forward. One suggestion was that a pamphlet
with information be produced which could be placed
in all rental homes and perhaps given out in other
outlets. There was concern from another Owner that
this would only produce more litter and they suggested
producing a QR code instead that would lead to

information about the Resort.

'The La Manga Club community website has recently
been updated and contains lots of information about
where to eat, how to book golf and what to do in the
area. A QR code leading to the website is a simple
and easy way to direct visitors (and Owners) to the

website and we have now generated one. It is planned
to include this QR code in new signage and at outlets
throughout the Resort.

Recycling

An Owner raised the issue of lack of information
regarding how to recycle in Spain. The GC did
produce an information leaflet about this last year. We
plan to pass this leaflet to management companies so
that they can put it in rental properties, and it will be
available to any Owner who would like one. We will
also include this information on the website.

Sports rights

'There was a discussion around Sports Rights, as
Owners were wondering whether to pay them

or not. This is a very complex matter as there are

many kinds of Sports Rights and many different
requirements of Owners. It is important to note that if
an Owner relinquishes their Sports Right they cannot
subsequently change their mind. You cannot stop

paying Sports Rights for only one year.

There has been at least one court case, which went to
appeal, where Inmogolf took an Owner to court when
they refused to pay Sports Rights. Inmogolf lost both
the court case and the appeal. However, it is not clear
on what basis the case was taken and each and every
case would be different and depend on the situation.
It is not possible to issue any kind of advice regarding
payment of Sports Rights as the situation is too
complicated.

In conclusion, the Open Forum has proved to be a very
useful way of tapping into the concerns and views of
Owners. Once again, our thanks to all of you who took
the time to attend and put forward your ideas. This is a
tremendous community, full of interesting people with
inspirational ideas. We are always happy to hear your
thoughts and views and will act on them where we can.
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On a very dark clear and cloudless night, with a new moon and far from the glare of city and town lights,
more than 4,500 stars and other celestial objects (planets, nebulae and galaxies) might be visible to the naked
eye. 'This is without the need for telescopes or binoculars. Even where there is significant light pollution, as is
the case at La Manga Club, with some simple measures the “mark one eyeball” allows one to see many stars
and easily identify major constellations.

Eyes are very sensitive to light. In darkness the pupils dilate rapidly (within seconds) allowing more light into
the eyeball. Over a longer period (maybe up to 30 minutes) the retina becomes much more sensitive to low
levels of light. Crucially, these light adaptations are lost if one looks at a light source - although dim red light
has relatively little effect. So when star gazing it’s a good idea to allow the eye to adapt to the darkness and
avoid looking at sources of light.

'The best time to star-gaze is obviously at night, but some nights are better than others. Ideal conditions
involve crystal clear cloudless nights when the moon is not bright. If you have a solarium, without direct
light from road and path lamps or security lights, then, despite the general ambient light pollution at LMC,
observation of the major constellations is straightforward. Other objects that can be reasonably easily seen,
if you know when and where to look, include the major planets (Venus, Mars, Saturn and Jupiter), the
International Space Station, some other satellites and, of course, the moon.

In order to get better viewing conditions, it would be best to walk or drive to a more remote place. However,
safety and security should be paramount. Never go alone! Ensure others know your plans and when you

are likely to return. Only go somewhere that you have good knowledge of in daylight. Ensure you have the
correct footwear, clothing, warm drinks and an appropriate torch (perhaps with red light filter).
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The stars in the sky

Down the centuries different cultures have identified a range of different shapes and patterns in the heavens
and have given the constellations different names. We imagine those constellations as shapes projected
onto an imaginary celestial sphere with the stars all at the same distance. They are not. The apparent shape
is merely a ‘construct’ of our imagination and has no basis in reality. We now have agreed names for
constellations, and many are quite well known such as Orion (The Hunter), Cassiopeia and Ursa Major
(The Big Bear or the Big Dipper in North America). Many useful websites give descriptions of the main
constellations, the stars in them and how they got their names. Learning about some of the constellations
visible in our skies is worthwhile and greatly helps when viewing the skies at night.

'The images below show how the constellation we know as Orion got its name.

Betelgeuse

Bellatrix

Saiph
.
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Finding your way around the sky

A useful way to begin to enjoy looking at the stars is to use one of the range of Apps that can be downloaded
to smartphones that can enhance your enjoyment of the night sky by helping you navigate the stars and
constellations and allow you to identify specific heavenly objects. There are many available in the App store
such as SkyView, Sky Guide and StarCaster. My favourites are SkySafari Pro and Stellarium. Most have
free basic versions, and the full versions are often relatively inexpensive. Stellarium has the merit of being
freeware with downloadable apps available for iPhone, iPad and Android devices (via the relevant app stores).
In addition, there is a Stellarium version that will run on PCs or Apple laptops and computers either as a
downloadable file or as a web-based application (see

Making things easier with smart
phone apps
Apbplications such as Stellarium and SkySafari

Pro are easy to use and can provide readily
accessible information about objects in the sky.
‘They have good online support and require no
special knowledge. Simply install the App and
the GPS and time intrinsic to the device allows
one to hold the phone to the sky and an image
in real time of the sky is seen, here using the
red-light option. This image (created using
SkySafari Pro) shows the sky above La Manga
looking north over the Mar Menor at midnight
on April 6th 2022, assuming no light pollution,
and uses red light as this has less effect on night
vision.

'The impact of light pollution

Light pollution can have a major impact on
what can be seen. The left panel (Light pollution
Grade 1) shows the well-known constellation
Orion seen from a perfect dark sky environment
as demonstrated using Stellarium (the lines are Lpepolukn? = Lighe potision & Kot poliaion§
used to outline the shape of the constellation).
Many stars are visible and colour can be seen,
for example in Orion’s sword. The central panel
shows the same stars seen with moderate light
pollution (Grade 5) as might be seen around La
Manga Club (away from direct illumination).
Fewer stars are seen, and colour is hard to see.
With heavy light pollution (Grade 9), as you
might find in a city, only the brightest stars

can be seen. Notice how the background is
progressively brighter.



https://stellarium.org
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La Manga Club owners
rise to the challenge

In early February this year Natalie Brown from Micasamo Realty
and Ruby Elliott from the charity Yo Encuentro came together

to lead on a project to support children living in some degree

of poverty in the La Manga area. Having identified 6 children
between the ages of 3 and 11 who were going hungry at school and
lacking in appropriate footwear and clothes post-pandemic, LMC
owners, along with other local people, swung into action. Ruby
and Natalie asked for volunteers to be single point of collection

(“SPOCs”) and 10 people came forward.

These SPOC:s set about collating donations with Ruby and Natalie. In those first 2 weeks LMC owners raised
enough to buy each child a school rucksack containing all they needed for school, new and nearly new clothes,
toiletries, bedding and towels. The families were delighted and the head teacher of the school who gave the
items to the children was moved to tears, as were both Ruby and Natalie and many of the SPOCs. Since then,
a food parcel has been given to the families each Friday and the children’s Comedor (school meals and 2 hours
of fun activities) has been paid for until the end of the summer term, along with activity week and Comedor
costs for the spring school holiday. This will give the children a level playing field in school, so they have the
same opportunity to meet their potential, using education to exit the poverty trap.

AsThe Children’s Project is designed to offer crisis support only, the plan is to support these 6 children until
the end of the school year and withdraw slowly so they can become self-sufficient, having given them time to
access governmental support as needed.

Going forward, the project has contacts in all 5 schools local to La Manga Club and these will be the eyes and
ears of the project to identify children in need. There are also children in the schools who provide the project
with ideas how to help those in need, in a way which protects their privacy and dignity. Not having access to
personal hygiene and sanitary protection is a learning limitation for children of all ages too, so we are finding
ways to get these items into schools. Additionally, young people struggle to learn when they do not have the
required textbooks, pens, papers and maths equipment as these must be provided by parents. So, the project is
making up rucksacks on an ongoing basis so that as soon as a child in need is identified, the project is ready
with a rucksack crammed with essentials but also a few luxuries for the children.

With the invasion of Ukraine happening just as the project started, children began arriving in the area

having left their dads and belongings behind. So again the project leapt into action, as did the LMC owners,
galvanised by the SPOCs and what they were witnessing in the news. Two fully laden cars transported
rucksacks and other items to a Ukrainian support hub so that the children starting Spanish lessons could have
all they needed and those entering school locally felt the same or as close as possible to their local peers. Treats
for the mums and basics to keep the families feeling welcome and at ease were supplied by the project over the
following week too.
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THE CHILDREN'S PROJECT
PROVIDING EQUAL OPPORTUNITYTO

GROW AND LEARN

So, who are the La Manga Club
Children’s Project SPOCs?

Claire Wharton, Helen Woodall, Joanne Tomlins,
Laura Robertson, Frances Graham, Gill Schofield,
Simon Elliott, Michelle Wall, Nicky Moffat and
Breega Gregory. These 10 people have been working
their socks off gathering collections, putting rucksacks
together and organising fundraising events. Please
continue to support them along with Natalie and
Ruby in this work. Together the La Manga Owners,
locals and the project team above are really making a
difference to children living in poverty, giving every
child the same opportunity as their classmates to grow

and enjoy their time in school.

Every Friday at 12.30 in the Owners’ Clubhouse
carpark The Children’s Project will collect any
donations you have. Just look for the car with the
boot open!

Of course, you can donate directly to one of the

SPOC:s above too.

Also,

* Do you have an event that needs a partner charity?

* Are you part of a group who wants to raise money
tor the children of the country you have made
your permanent or holiday home?

* Do you want to give back to Spain, your adoptive
country?

* Do you want to join The Children’s Project
team and have a little time to spare or skills or
knowledge we could use?

If so please, contact Ruby and Natalie direct below.
natalie@micasamo.com FAQO Natalie Brown
info@yo-encuentro.org FAO Ruby Elliott

10
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EUROPEAN |
SENIOR |
MASTERS |

In celebration of La Manga
Clubs 50th Anniversary, the
5th FarmFoods European
Seniors Masters, hosted by
Peter Baker, will be played on
the La Manga Club South
Course from October 14th to
16th. This prestigious event
will be televised by Sky TV.



14 - 16 October 2022

FARMFOODS EUROPEAN
SENIOR MASTERS
HOSTED BY PETER BAKER

La Manga Club, Murcia,
Spain
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House Martin

13

As spring proceeds and summer approaches here

in La Manga Club we not only lose our human
winter residents, the so-called ‘snow birds’, but also
the majority of the migratory birds which return
north to the UK and beyond. The most obvious of
these are the Shelduck, which have returned to the
UK for the summer. Shelduck are a good example
of the problems people have with bird identification
as most bird books tell you that they don't occur in
Spain. But birds can fly, although they cannot read.

'The loss of the winter visitors is more than
compensated for by birds from as far away as South
Africa coming north to avoid the excessive heat
and drought of Africa and to take advantage of the
insect population and available fruit here without
the same level of competition.

'The first to arrive are the aerial acrobats, starting
with the Swallow and followed by the Swift and
the House Martin. These all feed on flying insects
with the Swift operating at great heights while the
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others will come down almost to ground level at times,
depending on the weather conditions. The Swift is the
easiest of the three to identify: they are brown birds
with long sickle wings, scream noisily and fly almost
non-stop, only landing at their nest site occasionally.
The House Martin has a dark back and white rump
and are all white underneath, apart from their tails
which are short and slightly forked. They can often

be seen on the golf courses where there are puddles
collecting mud to build or repair their nests. The nests
are generally under an overhang of a building, which
does not always make them popular with Owners.

'The Swallow is pale underneath and has a long, deeply
torked tail. Just to confuse the issue in LMC we get
two types of Swallow: the Barn Swallow, which is
common in the UK, and the Red-Rumped Swallow.
'The former has a blue-black back, white belly and a

dark red chin, while the Red-Rumped Swallow has a
reddish buff rump and is buff coloured underneath.

Other birds which can be seen on the ground in the
summer months are the Serin and the Wheatear. The
Serin is a small brownish bird with a bright yellow
rump and is often in groups of around 15 on the

golf course, foraging for small seeds and insects. The
males also have a yellowish head. They have a loud and
musical song which individuals perform from the tops
of bushes or low trees. There are a number of different
types of Wheatear which can be identified, as their
name (“white arse” from the Old English) suggests, by

their white rumps.

"The most colourful summer visitor is the Bee-Eater,
which is often seen in flocks. Sometimes two or three
will perch on telegraph wires with their most obvious
feature, elongated central tail feathers, clearly visible.
'This distinguishes them from another colourful visitor:
the European Roller.

Other birds seen on or around the golf courses are the
Quail, Crossbill, Sand Grouse and Golden Oriole.

As with a number of birds, the female Oriole and
Crossbill lack the bright colours of the male and are

mainly a dullish green or olive-green.

14

'The African Black-winged Stilt and the Sandpiper
frequent the ponds and the Booted Eagle is often
seen in the sky over the LMC area. Another summer
visitor, although not so easy to see, is the Common
Cuckoo, which joins the locally resident Great
Spotted Cuckoo. This is easily identified as it is the
only largish bird with a heavily spotted back and

wings.

If you are venturing further around the south of
Spain, particularly towards Portugal, you will see the
White Stork, which often have their nests at the top
of roadside telegraph poles and similar places. There

is also the possibility of seeing the Azure-winged
Magpie, a bird only seen in two parts of the world, the
other place being Japan.

Whether you are walking or being driven around, life
is more interesting if you know something about the
wildlife that you are seeing. This short description of
some of the birds which can be seen here in summer
will, hopetully, be of some use to you in your time in
this area.

Azure-Winged Magire
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Pick up alter your pet

'There appears to be a growing number of dogs
residing in La Manga Club; no bad thing as dogs
are great companions and more and more are being
treated as full time family members by their ‘Pet
Parents’.

On LMC we provide a large number of waste

bins that can be used to deposit ‘poo bags’ whilst

out walking with your dog. This goes some way to
keeping our pavements clean, however it is clear that
not all dog owners ‘pick up’.

Picking up dog faeces is not only a matter of street
cleanliness. It is also a matter of health. Unfortunately,
few people are aware of the huge number of diseases
that are transmitted to humans through dog faeces
which is left in parks and on streets. Therefore, all pet
owners must be aware that picking up after their pets
is vital.

Parasites feel at home in the intestines of dogs. And, if left unchecked, they can transmit numerous diseases to
both humans and dogs themselves, hence the importance of keeping the vaccination and deworming schedule
up to date and the need to always pick up and safely dispose of your pet’s faeces.

'These parasitic diseases are transmitted much more easily than we think. Faeces can contain parasite eggs,
which can remain on the ground for a long time, with the consequent risk that it represents for children or
people who are immunosuppressed and who may unintentionally come into contact with these small remains.

What diseases are transmitted by faeces?

Giardia duodenalis, for example, is a protozoan that passes from the canine intestine to humans and causes a
clinical condition known as human giardiasis, resulting in abdominal pain, diarrhoea, and dehydration.

Another dangerous parasite that can remain in the faeces and pass into the human body is Toxocara, which
causes toxocariasis, which is very dangerous for humans. Anyone can become infected with 7oxocara. Young
children and dog owners have a higher chance of becoming infected, serious cases can cause permanent
blindness for children in particular.

But there are other almost unpronounceable diseases that parasites can cause from the dog faeces they inhabit,

including Strongyloides, Dipylidiasis and Echinococcus, all of which are equally dangerous.
It is even worse if the faeces remains on the ground for long periods of time until they decompose, as the larval

eggs can still spread through the suspended dust in the faeces, affecting the eyes and respiratory tract. It can
take up to 9 weeks for dog faeces to decompose if it is left and not picked up!

15
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For this reason, it is essential both to pick up the
faeces from the ground and dispose of it safely,
and to deworm the pet regularly as prescribed by
the vet.

However, deworming is not enough.

We should not be tempted to think that we
have already immunised our environment with
deworming. Some protozoa do not disappear
with the usual drugs administered to pets
periodically, hence the extreme need to pick up
dog excrement in the streets.

Such is the concern about this that some Spanish
town councils are considering penalties for those
who do not comply with the obligation to pick
up dog poo. The reality is that very few fines are
issued because of the impracticality of having a
policeman “on every street corner”. However, a
system that could reduce the lack of cleanliness
on many streets has been slowly gaining ground
in recent years: several Spanish local councils have
already implemented the canine DNA system.
'This method involves taking a saliva sample from
the dog, recording its DNA and fining owners
who leave the poo uncollected and who are

identified by analysis.

However, the key to solving this problem will
always lie in the responsibility of the individual
dog owner. Not picking up your dog’s faeces is an
extremely anti-social behaviour. It shows a total
lack of respect for the environment, other people
and generally portrays a poor external image for
the area.

We would like to remind all owners and visitors
of the rules which apply when walking your
dog. According to the Municipal Regulation

of Cartagena Town Hall and Article 9 of the
General Community Code of Conduct:

In public places, dogs must always be on a lead, and
their owners must collect the dog’s excrement and
dispose of it in the public bins designated for this
purpose or at their own homes.

Please be respectful; pick up your dog’s faeces.

\
PLEASE

CLEAN UP
AFTER
YOUR PET

THANK You!




Cartagena is justifiably famous throughout Spain, and beyond, for the pageantry of
its Semana Santa processions. 1his year from 10th April through to Easter Sunday on
17th April each day has seen its special processions and events.

The celebrations in Cartagena centre around the activities of four religious
brotherhoods (1 Coﬁ*adias), the most famous being the Californios, who wear red, and
the Marrajos, in deep purple, with a traditionally deep rivalry between the two.

In more detail the brotherhoods are:

'The Royal and Illustrious Brotherhood of Our Lord Jesus of Nazareth, known as Los Marrajos:

'This is the oldest brotherhood, dating back to the 17th century and the port of Cartagena, the nickname
coming from the tradition that in order to pay for their procession, fishermen earned the extra money needed
by selling a specific species of fish, a mako shark, known as a marrajo.

‘They wear distinctive deep purple and organise the two main Good Friday Processions, the procession of the
Promises of piety on Holy Monday and the procession of the 7rue Cross on Saturday.

The Illustrious Brotherhood of the most Holy and Royal Christ of the Succour:

'This cofradia was founded in 1691. This was an aristocratic brotherhood created by the Duke of Veragua as a
means of giving thanks for the miraculous cure of his son. He also built a spectacular chapel in the old cathedral
of Cartagena, but sadly this was gutted during the Civil War. Their main job is to head the Via Crucis on the
morning of Viernes de Dolores, an early morning event on the Friday before Palm Sunday.

The Californios (full name “La Pontificia, Real e Ilustre Cofradia de Nuestro Padre Jesus en el Doloroso
Paso del Prendimiento y Esperanza para la Salvaciéon de las Almas”):

'The Californios date back to the 18th century, and some claim that they owe their name to the participation
of a group of seafarers who had made their fortunes in California. This was a well-funded brotherhood and

it gathered an impressive collection of sculptures by the master sculptor Salzillo as the city enjoyed a time of
economic stability and growth. Sadly, most were destroyed during the turbulence of the Civil War, the present
collection was mainly created by Mariano Benlliure.

'The Californios are distinctive in their vibrant red habits and are most in evidence on Wednesday night in the
great procession of the Taking of Christ, on the night of Viernes de Dolores, the Palm Sunday procession, the
journey of the Apostles on Holy Tuesday and the procession of silence on Maundy Thursday.



The Royal and Illustrious
brotherhood of Our Lord Jesus
Resurrected:

Glowing in white, this
brotherhood is the youngest,
founded in 1943, and

organizes the procession of the
Resurrection on Easter Sunday
morning.

'The style of the Semana

Santa processions is unique

to Cartagena as they are quite
regimented, an influence of
Cartagena’s military and naval
background. One of the most
curious and touching traditions
involves San Pedro who takes
part in the procession on Tuesday.

'This is an important day for the
military elements of Cartagena,
with the three apostles departing
from three different military
buildings: Saint James (Santiago)
from the Admiralty, Saint John
(San Juan) from the Artillery
Headquarters, and Saint Peter
(San Pedro) from the Military
Arsenal. The three then meet at
the Plaza San Sebastidn, whence
they continue to the church of
Santa Maria de Gracia.

'This is an event full of local
history, with its roots lying in
Cartagena’s military and marine
traditions.

In 1755 the rigging staff who
worked in the Military Arsenal
asked if they could pay for the
costs of transporting San Pedro
in the Procession of the taking of
Jesus. The request was granted,
providing that San Pedro went
onto the military payroll. He
remained on the payroll up until
2012, and was listed as Pedro
Marina Cartagena, when he was
officially removed and retired.

However, the tradition which
takes place every Holy Tuesday
continues, when San Pedro asks
the admiral for leave to attend
the procession. This is granted
to him and, following a prayer
for all those who have given
their lives for Spain, he is carried
to the Plaza de Armas, where

he is solemnly granted leave,

on condition that he is back by
Thursday. Naturally, he never

is, so he is solemnly arrested
when he returns at the end of
Semana Santa and is held in
formal military custody until the
tollowing year.

A personal favourite during
Semana Santa is the ‘Silent’
Procession on Thursday evening.
'This takes place along the Calle
Mayor and it is worthwhile
booking an outside table at one
of the restaurants on the route at
around 8.00pm when suddenly
the street and shop lights are
turned off. Apart from a quiet
murmuring from the waiting
spectators all you can hear to
begin with is the snap and crunch
of sunflower seeds being eaten.

And then in the distance you
will hear the march of a military
squad followed by the slow
rhythmic pace of the procession.
Lit only by the candles in the
penitents’ stafts and the lamps
surrounding the saints’ figures,
this makes for an extraordinarily
atmospheric event.

Whichever procession you
attend, you will find all of them
both spectacular and moving.
So, if you missed it this year, it
is worth planning for Semana
Santa next year.
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How security
works in Spain

Crimes are one of the main problems
perceived by citizens and visitors. Every
day there are more notorious cases of
robberies, scams and other crimes which
keep the population worried. In this
context, Spain is one of the countries
most on top of everything related to
guaranteeing the security of ifs citizens.
The terrorist group E1A marked a
turning point in the Spanish security
configuration.

1t was in 1986 when the law that
regulates the existing Securiz‘y Forces was
created.

In Spain, there are 4 types of Security
Forces. The National Police and Civil
Guard depend on the Government,

depend on the local administrations.

'The National Police is overseen by the Secretary of

whereas Local Police and Regional Police

State for Security and the Ministry of the Interior.
It has a duty not only of order and citizen protection

but also of everything related to foreigners and

identity documents.

: 'The main tasks exclusive to the Local Police are

National Identity Document and Passports, control
of entry and exit from the national territory, refuge
and asylum, extradition, expulsion, emigration

and immigration, monitoring and inspection of
compliance with the regulations and control of

. private security.
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In the Region of Murcia, you will see them in
Cartagena and Murcia city centres.
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'The Civil Guard answers to the central government
and operates throughout the national territory.
Unlike the National Police, it is a military force and
its usual functions include the custody of the coasts
and borders. It reports to the Ministry of the Interior
for military service in missions abroad and in human
resources.

'The main responsibilities of the Civil Guard are to
guarantee the protection of citizens against criminal
acts that may threaten them, ensure compliance with
the laws by bringing to justice anyone who violates
them, defend the free exercise of rights and freedoms
and preserve citizen security.

Its main tasks include attention and assistance

to citizens in collaboration with Civil Protection
services, traffic surveillance, environment protection,
control and monitoring of gun licenses and rescue
and help in mountains and territorial seas.

‘They have several departments in the area
surrounding the Resort, including in Cabo de Palos,

La Union, El Algar, Cartagena and San Javier.

20

L.ocal Police

Local Police, also called ‘municipal’in some cities,
act at the local level and report directly to the town
hall. In general, they carry out tasks of trafhic control
within the city and provide aid to citizens in urban
areas, in addition to investigating cases of crime in
their area of action, for example in La Manga Strip,
Cartagena and Cabo de Palos.

Some autonomous communities have their own
police forces, which act at a regional and local level.
'They coexist with the other Security Forces but
maintain their independence. These are:

Ertzaintza. This is the Pais Vasco
Security Corps.

Foruzaingoa. This autonomous
police force, also called Policia
Foral de Navarra, acts within the
Navarrese community.

Canarias Police. The General
Corps from Islas Canarias is
relatively new, as it was founded

in 2010.
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The General
Community Website

The new website has now been up and running for a number of months. There is a
great deal of information on the website and, as some people are only familiar with
those sections they use regularly, here is a guide to where everything is.

There are four main sections of the website and these are listed across the top of the web
page (or in a drop down menu if Owners are using a phone or tablet): Community,
Sports & Activities, The Resort and Owners’ Area.

e The Community Under this tab you will find information about the
- Resortinformation, What's o, Latest News General Community, the Executive, Security Services,
SEnERALES Environment (Roads, Rubbish Collection, Pest Control
T and Gardening), Medical Services and the webpage for
| teae your individual Community.

e Medical Services
Individual Communities

Also under this tab is information about where to stay
at the Resort, from the Hotel to L.a Quinta Club and
the Peninsular Club, as well as Rental Companies. There
is a section with links to information about living in
Spain, including a link to the UK Government Living
in Spain webpage and a link to Murcia Today, as well as
information about what events are planned in the area.

'This tab will take you to information about Golf, Tennis, S e s e, g
Bowls and other activities available on the Resort. In the
Golf section there are links to the Golf Booking system

as well as to all the major Owners’ groups and events.

In the Tennis section we will keep you up to date with
developments at the newly refurbished The Racquets Club.
'The Bowling Club has always been active at La Manga
Club and, despite losing their green at the Tennis Centre,
they continue to be active and post on the website.

There are lots of other activities available at the Club. You will find information about Cricket, Netball and
Biking as well as the Art Club and Quiz nights at the Owners’ Clubhouse.
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The Resort

'There are a wide variety
of businesses here in

La Manga Club. If you -l
need access to websites,
Facebook pages or phone
numbers this is where to

find them.

Owners’ Area

The Resan

0

jil]

'This section E o
of the website
is for Owners
only. Here

you will find
Latest News,
'The Discussion
Forum, Buy
and Sell,
Newsletters, the Owners’ Clubhouse and the Bye-
Laws of the General Community.

Owners’ Area

Buy and Sell

Any time the General Community post information
you will find it in the Latest News section of the
website. This is probably the most important section
of the website. Many Owners complain that they
don’t know what is happening at the Resort, but in
this section you will find information as diverse as
how to deal with Asian Tiger Mosquitos, the latest
COVID updates and the minutes of the Presidents’
Meetings.

'The Discussion Forum provides a good place for
Owners to speak to each other, ask advice or pass
on useful information. The Buy and Sell area is
self-explanatory. You can find the latest copy of this
Newsletter, along with past issues, in the Newsletter
section. There is a link to The Owners’ Clubhouse
website and also a copy of the Bye-Laws of the
General Community.
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'The Home Page

As well as T
the various Y
sections
outlined
above, the
Home
Page of the
website
provides
quick links to Emergency Contacts. If you access
these via your mobile phone you can click the number
and it will call it directly. We have also included an
extra link to the Latest News section of the website as
this is where the most up-to-date information is to be

found.

There are three lines at the top left of the Home Page.
If you click on these you will find a menu which gives
you the option to translate the site into Spanish or
German, as well as information about the weather.
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The Discussion Forum is well used by Owners and is
often a source of lively debate. This is where Owners
can post a comment about any issue relevant to
Owners. We do not screen posts, although we do
monitor the Forum. We therefore ask Owners to
tollow two simple rules with regard to posting on the
Forum:

1. Please keep posts short and to the point.
2. Please be respectful of other people’s views and
avoid inflammatory language.

In general these rules are well respected and I
am pleased to say that there have been very few
complaints.
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Celebrating
Murcia’s best foods
and wines

For those who live at, or
regularly visit, La Manga
Club, the ‘Ruta de la Tapa’is
a familiar event both in Los
Belones and more recently

here in La Manga Club.

'This year the organisers of
both the LLos Belones Ruta
and that of La Manga Club
have joined forces to stage
five events throughout the
year. The idea behind these
collaborative Rutas is to
celebrate the food and wine
of the Murcia region.

The first of the Rutas took
place from 25th March to
10th April and the 19 bars
and restaurants taking part
developed their dishes to
showcase the gourmet pig
of the region...’E]l Chato’.
Dishes ranged from chato,
egg and parmesan presented
by El Bistro to Pablo
Guardiola’s textures of chato;
and from exquisite Asian
style chato rolls by La Solana
to Null Street’s delicious
pulled pork panini.

To see and read more about
the individual dishes and the

bars and restaurants

'The Ruta also gave diners

a chance to taste some of

the lovely wines of Bullas
alongside the food. The event
was launched at a special
evening in Bellaluz Square

where the suppliers of the
ingredients and wines showed
oft their products. See more
about the launch

Looking ahead, the rest of
the year promises to be just as

good:

Starting Friday, May 6
through Sunday, May 22,
the tapas will be made
with organic products from
Campo de Cartagena and

"The first "

route #22
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will be accompanied by wines
from the IGP Vino de la

Tierra de Murcia

From Friday, June 17 to
Sunday, July 3, the tapas
will be made with rice
from the Calasparra PDO,
accompanied by vermouth
made with regional PDO

wine.

From Friday, September 16 to
Sunday, October 2, the tapas
will be made with artisanal
salted fish from the region,
accompanied by PDO Yecla

wines.

From Friday, October 21
to Sunday, November 6,
the tapas will be made
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with cheeses from the
PDO Queso de Murcia,
accompanied with wines from

the PDO Jumilla.

Unlike previous Rutas, this
event did not involve any
voting and obviously that
means there are no winners...
that said, the chance to try
some of the region’s most
delicious foodstufts and wines
means that all who join in are
the real winners.
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